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Introduction:  Dr Daleep Mukarji has been the Director of Christian Aid since 1998. Born in 
Lahore, now part of Pakistan, he and his family moved to Hyderabad in south India, where 
he grew up. He was trained as a doctor at the Christian Medical College in Velore, and then 
worked in a small mission hospital in the state of Andrha Pradesh. He then worked for the 
National Council of Churches in India and for the World Council of Churches. He studied 
Public Health at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, and Social Policy for 
Developing Countries at the London School of Economics.  In 2008, he was awarded an 
OBE for his services to poverty eradication. I now ask Dr Mukarji if he would come and 
speak, and make the presentation of the Niwano Peace Prize to Gideon. Tony Williamson, 
Trustee, Strategies for Hope. 
 
Daleep Mukarji:  At a very personal level, and on behalf of Christian Aid, I'm delighted to be 
here. When I used to work with World Council of Churches I helped start some of the HIV 
and AIDS work there, and I am still involved in that.  And at Christian Aid, with the help of 
Rachel and her team, we have given HIV and AIDS enormous importance, and thanks to the 
team and to the work they do with and through our partners we are known in this field. I am 
particularly delighted that we in Christian Aid - and you've invited me - to recognise a person 
of great courage and distinction, in the person who we are going to recognise in the giving of 
the award. In some mysterious way I am happy that he couldn't go to Japan to receive the 
Niwano Prize because there was Swine Flu there, and so we can celebrate it here. We are 
proud of you Rev Canon Gideon Byamugisha, because you are an inspiration to many of us.  
You are a leader. You are somebody who has shown that the integrity of speaking out can 
help change the lives of people. And so being part of the event that awards you the 2009 
Niwano Peace Prize is important for me and Christian Aid. You are our Goodwill 
Ambassador for HIV and AIDS since 2004, and you have been a crucial pillar in our work to 
reduce HIV-related silence, stigma and discrimination with faith leaders and national leaders 
around the world. The Niwano award was first presented in 1983 and is often described as 
the Nobel Prize of the religious world, and is awarded annually by the Buddhist Niwano 
Peace Foundation to a living individual or organisation that is making a significant 
contribution to world peace through promoting, inter-religious cooperation. Canon Gideon is 
recognised for that. Because he was unable to be presented with the award in Tokyo, we are 
giving the award here.  
 
Many of us have known Canon Gideon for many years, both at a professional and personal 
level, and we are delighted with his tireless commitment to his work; that it is not only 
recognised by us and the award, but throughout Africa and the world. He is a teacher by 
profession, an Anglican pastor, and somebody who is also trained in theology. Gideon was 
born in 1959, and learned in 1991 that he was HIV positive. He was the first practising 
Anglican priest to declare, publicly, and honestly,  that he himself was HIV positive, breaking 
one of the most important barriers in the struggle against HIV, that of stigma. He is a canon 
of two cathedrals, one in Uganda and the other in Zambia, and the co-founder of 
ANERELA+, the African Network of Religious Leaders living with or Affected by HIV and 
AIDS (which has now become an international network), thus playing a critical role, not just in 
Africa, but throughout the world, in inter-religious cooperation in dealing with HIV and AIDS. 
He has inspired millions, and millions of people can thank you for what you have done in 
your personal life to help them to seek freedom from stigma, shame and discrimination - 
probably the worst aspect of the disease. 
 
Amongst other responsibilities, he now heads the Friends of Canon Gideon Foundation, 
which continues to work closely with other key faith-based agencies and organisations, 
particularly in promoting the SAVE approach to work on HIV and AIDS.  SAVE, an approach 
which we in Christian Aid take very seriously. An approach that is innovative and different, 
and as you have researched and shown us, more relevant and appropriate in many 



countries. SAVE - S for Safe practices; A for Access to treatment; V for Voluntary and routine 
testing; and E for Empowerment - for youth, women and others in the community. Thank you 
for promoting this.  
Canon Gideon has authored 4 books on HIV and AIDS and co-authored 2 others, and he has 
given talks and lectures on HIV and AIDS, and speaking in over 40 countries. He has 
presented statements at the United Nations General Assembly Special Session on 
Population and Development (1999), and on HIV & AIDS (2001, 2006).  If I went through all 
the things he has done we could be spending quite some time here. But it is part of the 
recognition in giving him the award, and I think in fairness to the people who gave him the 
award and the outstanding work you have done, it is right we recognise what you have done 
in different places. 

Canon Gideon has not only been a brave and innovative leader on the international scene on 
challenging stigma; he is also always open to working in difficult places on sensitive issues.  
This was illustrated when he went to work with Christian Aid’s HIV team in Sudan with an 
Islamic colleague to help the Sudanese faith leaders and government to take up some of this 
work.  Thank you for what you did there, because you helped break down prejudice, you 
helped get the government and the faith communities there to take this issue seriously, and 
you helped to bridge some of the barriers between the north and the south in Sudan.  

As one member of the prize committee said, "Canon Gideon has turned personal suffering 
into a religious message of hope and courage and has matched it with constructive action 
that has provided inspiration and help to so many - as a mover and a shaker, he defends and 
protectsall human beings and as a pastor he has shown outstanding leadership."  

I think it is also right to recognise the work of Strategies for Hope, and I am glad that this is 
happening at your 20th anniversary, and I am glad that we in Christian Aid are partners to 
you, Glen and your team. Be assured of our support, our prayers and good wishes for your 
next 20 plus years.  Be assured that we will be with you, not just with the film "What Can I 
Do?" on the work of Gideon and his vision and experience, but we will stand with you as you 
try do to things in Africa and elsewhere. Christian Aid's own strategic framework is called 
Turning Hope into Action.  As a faith-based agency, we take the vision of hope in all the work 
we do very seriously, because if we do not go into these very difficult issues of poverty, 
discrimination, injustice and HIV and other things, without a sense that there is a way out, 
that there is hope, and that we can make a different world, you can give it up. Give it up so 
soon.  So we like your title, we like your hope, and we would like to work with you. 

Now,  on behalf of the Niwano Peace Prize, I would like to read the official citation: 

"The Niwano Peace Prize is hereby presented to the Reverend Canon Gideon Baguma 
Byamugisha. Being determined to turn personal suffering into a spiritual and social 
message of hope and courage, you have put your resolution into action. By publicly 
declaring that you are HIV-positive, you have since endeavoured to raise public 
awareness about HIV and AIDS, in your own country of Uganda, across the African 
continent and throughout the entire world. Through both your words and your actions, and 
with your persistence and creative leadership, you have mobilised religious leaders and 
faith communities to develop strategies for information, care and prevention.  In addition 
you have championed the development of a positive message in HIV and AIDS education. 
The Niwano Peace Foundation, being deeply impressed by your extraordinary courage 
and dedication in tackling the problems surrounding HIV and AIDS, therefore takes great 
pride in presenting you the 26th Niwano Peace Prize for your oustanding service in 
humanity. This day, May 7th, 2009." (Signed by the President and Chairman of the 
Niwano Peace Foundation.) 

(Dr Mukarji presents Canon Gideon Byamugisha with the Niwano Peace Prize medal.) 


